
FINN GILLESPIE - SUNDAY WORLD BIKE TORQUE COLUMN - 08-07-07

Charge Ahead With a Vectrix

Battery brains are the petrol heads of the future. That’s if the latest trend in the motorcycling world catches on in earnest. 
Introducing the Vectrix maxi-scooter, the first 100% emissions-free scooter to reach these shores. If you’ve read the article on page 43 of today’s paper you’ll have an idea of what makes this bike tick. If you want more info on how it rides and performs, read on. 
First off, it’s an extremely comfortable bike. The wide, soft and long seat ensures there’s no numb bum at the end of a jaunt into town and back. 
Pillion comfort, too, is well thought out, with a generous extension of the seat behind the riders perch that would even allow for J-Lo’s lovely rear. Seat height (rider) is 800mm, so the majority of people will have no problem reaching the ground. 
The screen is tall enough but there is still buffeting at speed, partly due to the laid-back riding position, which leaves quite a distance between your head and the screen. Under the seat there’s enough room for a full face helmet and a few other bits and bobs. Without the helmet, you’ll be able to fit a few grocery bags, plus there’s a handy light, just in case any items fall out of the bags at night. 
The Vectrix’s looks are, to these eyes, as good as most competitors currently on the market. Smooth lines are subtly broken up by sharp angles in carefully chosen places - this bike’s designers have done a good job of letting the Vectrix sit comfortably with current scooter trends. 

I’ve already touched on the issue of the bikes range, but if prospective customers are going to buy this model, then a big consideration for their purchase will already have been justified. If you care about the environment, the manufacturer will no doubt be thinking you do, you’ll live with the restrictive range and the price, which is pretty high by scooter/moped standards. 

In addition to the obvious benefit to the environment, there are two other factors you’ll consider if you’re going to pay the @10,700 asking price. Firstly, the electric motor is a sealed unit, which means it’ll be maintenance-free for its lifetime. Secondly, you won’t be forking out for petrol every other day. Even if the manufacturers claim of @200 as the cost of charging the scooter over the course of a year is optimistic, you’re still looking at a significant saving on petrol, filters and oil, not to mention labour. 
Then there’s the four year warranty. Vectrix are obviously so confident in their product that they’re willing to stand over it for twice the amount of time that many petrol scooters and bikes are guaranteed for. 
Performance-wise, this ride is no learner. The maxi-scooter produces a respectable 27bhp of power and an admirable 48lb.ft of torque. I was genuinely surprised at how this bike can shift. After a sluggish first few feet, the electric motor spins into action and sends you hurtling down the road at a lively pace. Just like a petrol machine, your range will be affected by winding on the throttle. There’s also a slow reverse function on the Vectrix. Reverse your throttle action and the motor will help with getting out of tight parking spaces or backing up a small hill. Vectrix have patented this function, as it can be used on the go to slow the bike down and also redirect energy back into the battery pack - with a claimed extension to the range of 12 per cent. Whatever about extending the range, it actually works very well as a method of braking and once you’re used to it, you only need to use the brakes in hairy situations. So there’s another saving, you won’t need to replace the brake pads too often. 
Speaking of brakes, Brembo disc brakes are fitted front and rear, so when you do need to stop in a hurry, serious help is at hand. And it’s not just the stoppers that are top drawer. There’s Sachs twin shocks, Marzocchi forks and Pirelli tyres front and rear. So you do get a lot for your buck. 

The estimated battery life is 10 years or 80,000km - longer than the life of most petrol mopeds in the 250cc to 400cc range. The battery takes 2.5 hours to charge fully. 

All in all, I had great craic on this bike and really loved the novelty of whizzing past unsuspecting motorists in more or less complete silence. 
The Vectrix maxi-scooter is available for test-ride (subject to certain conditions) from Green Machines, Techna House, Terenure Road East, Dublin 6. Telephone (01) 490 0470 or log on to www.greenmachines.ie

